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ABOUT MGLS:2017 

MGLS:2017 was the first study sponsored by NCES to follow a nationally representative sample of 
students as they entered and moved through the middle grades (grades 6 through 8). MGLS:2017 aims 
to enable an understanding of the development and learning that occur during students’ middle-grade 
years (beginning in grade 6) and that are predictive of future success, along with the individual, social, 
and contextual factors that are related to successful development and academic achievement. The data 
collected provide a rich, descriptive picture of the experiences and lives of young adolescents during this 
critical time and permit researchers to examine associations between contextual factors and student 
outcomes. Because mathematics and literacy skills are important for preparing students for high school, 
later education, and career opportunities, the study focused on instruction and student growth in these 
areas. 

In the 2017–18 school year (MS1), MGLS:2017 collected data for 14,281 cases where either the sixth-
grade student or a parent participated, in 568 schools. The MGLS:2017 school and student samples were 
supplemented prior to the MS2 data collection in the 2019-20 school year due to low school response 
rates in MS1. In MS2, 562 of the original 568 schools participated, as well as 167 additional schools. A 
total of 15,478 students who had been enrolled in sixth grade in the 2017-2018 school year or their 
parents participated in MS2. 

Students participated in in-school sessions facilitated by trained field staff or in a self-administered 
assessment via the web at home. Each student completed a direct assessment of mathematics, reading, 
and executive function skills important to learning. Students were also asked to complete a survey about 
school, social, and home experiences, and had their height and weight measured by field staff during the 
in-school student session.  

The study also administered web-based surveys to school staff. School administrators answered 
questions about the characteristics of their school’s population, staffing, programs, and academic 
supports and resources. Math teachers of students selected for the study were asked to complete 
surveys about their backgrounds and experience, their classrooms and instructional practices, and to 
rate the skills and abilities of specific students in the study. The special education teachers or related 
service providers for selected students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) were asked to 
complete a survey about their backgrounds and the special education services they provided, and to 
rate the skills and abilities of specific students in the study. Field staff completed a school environment 
checklist that collected information on attributes of the school’s physical environment, such as 
classroom setup, general upkeep, structure, and security. 

A parent or guardian of each selected student was asked to complete a survey regarding household 
characteristics, their child’s school and home life, and their engagement in their child’s education. 

Detailed information on study design and data elements, including the impact of COVID-19 school 
closures on the 2020 data collection methodologies, can be found in the MGLS:2017 Data File User’s 
Manual. 
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HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT 

This section defines the conventions and abbreviations used within this survey document. 

Respondent items are in mixed case. 

Checkbox items or those marked with squares and an instruction to select all that apply are coded on 
the data file as 1 for items that were selected and 2 for items that were not selected. Radio button 
items or those marked with circles where only one response selection is permitted are coded on the 
data file with the number corresponding to the response option selected. 

Help text was available on certain items containing terms with which some respondents may have been 
unfamiliar. Terms where help text was available were identified on screen by a help icon . 
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Middle Grades Longitudinal Study of 2017–18 (MGLS:2017) 
MS2 School Environment Checklist 

A. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AND SCHOOL STRUCTURE 

Select “Observed” to indicate you saw the item. 

Select “Not observed” to indicate your access to key areas of the school was not restricted and you did not see the 
item.  

Select “No opportunity to observe” to indicate you were unable to access key areas where the item may have 
been, so you cannot say for certain if it was present. For example, you were not able to observe the lower level 
where there were likely art facilities and the computer lab. 

The following question is about the features at the school. 

A1. Please indicate all features you observed at this school. 

Select one answer for each row. Observed 
Not 

observed 
No opportunity 

to observe 

a. Auditorium/Performing arts 1  2  3  

b. Art facilities 1  2  3  

c. Building(s) with more than one floor (multiple stories) 1  2  3  

d. Cafeteria (separate from auditorium and gym) 1  2  3  

e. Campus with more than one building  1  2  3  

f. Common areas/courtyards 1  2  3  

g. Computer lab 1  2  3  

h. Each grade housed in different areas of the school 1  2  3  

i. Elevators 1  2  3  

j. Gymnasium 1  2  3  

k. Health services room, such as a nurse’s office 1  2  3  

l. Library or media center 1  2  3  

m. Music education room, such as a band or choir room 1  2  3  

n. Science room, set up as a lab space 1  2  3  

o. Trailers (for classrooms or offices) 1  2  3  

HELP TEXT: 

Campus refers to the grounds and buildings of a school. A school campus could include a library, classrooms, 
student centers, gymnasium, and a cafeteria. It also includes any trailers used as classrooms.  

  



Page 2 of 10 

B. GENERAL CONDITION OF NEIGHBORHOOD/AREA AROUND SCHOOL 

B0. Please note the time of day that you observed the items below:  

 

The following questions are about the condition of the immediate neighborhood/area around the school. 

B1. While you are standing outside of the school (near the entrance where most visitors arrive), look at the 
neighborhood/area surrounding the school. Please indicate the extent to which you notice the following 
factors in the neighborhood/area surrounding this school. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

a. Litter or trash 1  2  3  4  5  

b. Graffiti 1  2  3  4  5  

c. Boarded up buildings 1  2  3  4  5  

d. People congregating on streets 1  2  3  4  5  

e. Student(s) loitering 1  2  3  4  5  
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C. GENERAL UPKEEP—MAIN ENTRANCE, HALLWAYS, AND DISPLAYS AT THE SCHOOL 

C1. Please note the time of day that you observed the items below:  

 

The next questions are about the general upkeep of the entrance and the hallways and displays in the school. 

C2. While standing inside the school, observe the school's main entrance (near the entrance where most 
visitors arrive) and the hallway(s) and displays during a time when most students are in class (i.e., a class 
period). Take as much time as necessary to observe the hallway(s). Please indicate to what degree you 
notice the following factors about the general upkeep and displays at the school. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

General Upkeep      

a. Trash on the floors 1  2  3  4  5  

b. Trash overflowing from trash cans 1  2  3  4  5  

c. Broken lights 1  2  3  4  5  

d. Graffiti on the walls, doors, ceilings, or lockers 1  2  3  4  5  

e. Visible fire alarms or emergency alarms 1  2  3  4  5  

f. Chipped paint on the walls, doors, or ceilings 1  2  3  4  5  

g. Ceiling in disrepair (e.g., falling in, water 
damage, missing tiles, or plaster) 

1  2  3  4  5  

h. Visible exit signs 1  2  3  4  5  

Displays      

i. School identity is visible (e.g., mascot, logo, 
colors, slogan) 

1  2  3  4  5  

j. Accomplishments of the school are noted 1  2  3  4  5  

k. Displays of the works or accomplishments of 
students on walls or lockers 

1  2  3  4  5  

l. Student academic work displayed 1  2  3  4  5  

m. Expectations for student behavior displayed 1  2  3  4  5  

n. Displays of posters encouraging positive 
behavior choices and well being (e.g., conflict 
resolution guidance or healthy food choices) 

1  2  3  4  5  

o. Displays of student activities and opportunities 
for involvement (e.g., student government, 
yearbook, or school event committees) 

1  2  3  4  5  

p. Learning resources for students are displayed 
(e.g., formulas, abbreviations, steps for 
reviewing) 

1  2  3  4  5  
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HELP TEXT: 

Accomplishments of the school include award display cases that highlight both sports and/or academic 
accomplishments, individual student success may be highlighted such as student of the month, caught being good, 
banners announcing exemplary programming and school awards and designations. 

Works or accomplishments of students might be displayed on walls or on lockers. For example, behavioral and 
academic recognition, such as perfect attendance, most cooperative, strong effort, most improved, high 
achievement. 

Learning resources include displays of information such as how to find circumference, how to edit an essay, 
abbreviations for measurements such as ounce, pound, inch, foot, and their equivalents [ex: 16 oz = 1 lb].  

C3. For each item listed, please indicate the extent to which you notice the following factors in school 
displays. 

In the questions below, by “team” we mean, for example, in some schools students are put into separate groups 
with common teaching teams, and these students share homeroom with their groups. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

a. Team identification is visible (e.g., team name, 
team mascots, team slogans) 

1  2  3  4  5  

b. Team expectations and team rules are posted 1  2  3  4  5  

c. Team calendars are displayed 1  2  3  4  5  

d. Student recognition is noted with the team (e.g., 
student or team-centered celebrations, random 
acts of kindness, team most improved or student 
of the week) 

1  2  3  4  5  

 

C4. For each item listed, indicate the extent to which you notice the following. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

a. Student social spaces (e.g., open space, outside 
of the classroom, teaching team pod areas)  

1  2  3  4  5  

b. Teachers are at classroom doors during passing 
periods 

1  2  3  4  5  

c. Data walls are visible 1  2  3  4  5  

HELP TEXT: 

Social spaces are places where students are free to socialize during the day, including cafeterias, student lounges, 
and courtyards.  

Data walls are displays of student performance and/or progress in different areas related to behavior (for 
example, attendance) or academics (for example, graphs of scores on tests of different objectives). May show 
performance and/or progress  for a single month or compare current performance and/or progress to that of prior 
months.  
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D. CLASSROOMS 

The next questions are about the general upkeep of classrooms. 

D1. During a change in classes or other time when classes are not in session, enter at least one classroom in 
which students in grade 6 are taught. For each item listed, indicate the extent to which you notice the 
following aspects of the classroom. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

a. Locks controlled from inside of door 1  2  3  4  5  

b. Ceiling in disrepair (e.g., falling in, water damage, 
missing tiles or plaster) 

1  2  3  4  5  

c. Broken lights 1  2  3  4  5  

d. Graffiti on the walls, doors, ceilings, or desks 1  2  3  4  5  

e. Trash on the floors 1  2  3  4  5  

f. Trash overflowing from trash cans 1  2  3  4  5  

g. Floors and walls appear clean 1  2  3  4  5  

h. Posters or other materials on glass windows 1  2  3  4  5  

i. Bars on windows 1  2  3  4  5  

j. Broken windows 1  2  3  4  5  

HELP TEXT: 

Windows: If no windows are available, mark as “No opportunity to observe”. 

The next questions are about the classroom set up. 

D2. For each item listed, indicate the extent to which you notice the following features of the classroom set 
up. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity  
to observe 

a. Desks are clustered or small tables available in 
classrooms so that they allow for small group work 

1  2  3  4  5  

b. Desks are set up in rows in classrooms 1  2  3  4  5  

c. Class rules and responsibilities are displayed 1  2  3  4  5  

d. Colorful and engaging materials that support 
learning and/or character development are 
displayed 

1  2  3  4  5  

e. Standards and learning guides are posted 1  2  3  4  5  

f. Multimedia is visible (e.g., smartboards, computers 
or tablets, calculators) 

1  2  3  4  5  

g. Weekly or daily assignments are posted 1  2  3  4  5  

h. Student work is displayed 1  2  3  4  5  
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E. GENERAL UPKEEP—RESTROOMS 

The following questions are about the general upkeep of the school restrooms. 

E1. During a time when most students are in class (i.e., a class period), enter any student restroom 
appropriate for your sex.  

 Which restroom did you enter?  

 Boys  
 Girls 
 Unisex/all gender 
 Unable to observe a restroom 

For each item listed, please indicate to what degree you notice the following aspects of the general upkeep of the 
school restrooms. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

a. Graffiti on walls, ceilings, or restroom stall doors 
or walls 

1  2  3  4  5  

b. Trash on the floors 1  2  3  4  5  

c. Trash overflowing from trash cans 1  2  3  4  5  

d. Doors on all stalls 1  2  3  4  5  

e. Student(s) loitering 1  2  3  4  5  

f. Student(s) smoking 1  2  3  4  5  
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F. SECURITY 

The next questions are about security measures at the school. 

F1. Indicate the extent to which you observed the presence of the following security measures today. 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

a. Security guard 1 2  3  4  5  

b. Metal detectors 1 2  3  4  5  

c. Security cameras 1 2  3  4  5  

d. Fencing around the entire school 1 2  3  4  5  

e. Sign-in policies being followed 1 2  3  4  5  

f. Visitors are greeted and directed by an adult to 
sign in at office 

1 2  3  4  5  

g. Fire alarms 1 2  3  4  5  

h. Fire extinguishers 1 2  3  4  5  

i. Fire sprinklers 1 2  3  4  5  

j. Student uniforms 1 2  3  4  5  

k. Signs at exit doors stating alarm will go off if door 
is opened 

1 2  3  4  5  
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F2. The next questions are about signs that may be posted at or near the main entrance of the school (near 
the entrance where most visitors arrive) and can be inside and/or outside the building.  

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

a. Signs providing directions to the front office or 
stating that visitors must proceed to the front 
office  

1  2  3  4  5  

b. Signs conveying the message "no drugs" 1  2  3  4  5  

c. Signs conveying the message "no trespassing" 1  2  3  4  5  

d. Signs conveying the message "no weapons" 1  2  3  4  5  

e. Where to get assistance (e.g., school support 
services such as Counselor, Social Worker, Media 
Specialist, Nurse, or Health Care Assistant) 

1  2  3  4  5  

f. Conflict resolution and peer mediation 1  2  3  4  5  

g. Healthy choices, such as diet or exercise 1  2  3  4  5  

h. Cell phone use 1  2  3  4  5  

i. Anti-bullying messages  1  2  3  4  5  

j. Anti-drug messages 1  2  3  4  5  

k. Anti-smoking messages 1  2  3  4  5  

 

F3.  To what extent do the following individuals wear identification cards/badges? 

Select one answer for each row. Not at all A little Some A lot 

No 
opportunity 
to observe 

Not  
required 

a. Students 1  2  3  4  5  6  

b. Teachers 1  2  3  4  5  6  

c. Other personnel 1  2  3  4  5  6  

d. Visitors 1  2  3  4  5  6  
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G. FACILITIES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

The next set of questions is about accessibility inside the building. 

G1. For each of the following, please indicate if it is observed in the building.1  

Select one answer for each row Yes No 
No opportunity 

to observe 
Not 

applicable 

a. Are all areas of the school accessible to students 
with disabilities (e.g., are there routes that do not 
have stairs? If the building is multi-level, are there 
ramps, elevators, or lifts available)? 

1  2  3  4  

b. Inside the building, are signs posted to help 
people with disabilities navigate the building (e.g., 
directional and informational signs containing 
braille with raised characters, pictograms, arrows, 
etc.)? 

1  2  3  4  

c. In general, do students with mobility problems 
have access to social spaces within the school? 

1  2  3  4  

d. Would students with mobility problems be able 
to sit with other students in the cafeteria (e.g., are 
they able to pull a wheelchair up to the table)? 

1  2  3  4  

e. Would students with mobility problems be able 
to work with other students in the library (e.g., 
are group work areas accessible to students with 
disabilities)? 

1  2  3  4  

f. If there is a resource room, is the resource room 
in a location accessible to all students?  

1  2  3  4  

Accessible might include an elevator, ramp, or lift to access that level to a social space or resource room. 

Mobility problems include difficulty moving around, such as a need for use of walkers or wheelchairs. 

Social spaces are places where students are free to socialize during the day, including cafeterias, student lounges, 
courtyards, teaching team pod areas, and other open spaces.  

Resource rooms are rooms for tutoring or giving special assistance to students.  

  

 
1 SOURCE: Copyright © 2017 ADA Checklist for Existing Facilities. The checklist was produced by the New England 
ADA Center, a project of the Institute for Human Centered Design and a member of the ADA National Network. 



Page 10 of 10 

H. OBSERVER ACCESS 

H1.  What percentage of the campus did you observe? 

 Less than or equal to 25% ...................................................................................... 1  
 More than 25% but less than or equal to 50% ....................................................... 2  
 More than 50% but less than or equal to 75% ....................................................... 3  
 More than 75% but less than 100% ....................................................................... 4  
 100% ....................................................................................................................... 5 

END. Press "Finish" to submit the form. Only press "Finish" if you have completed the form. If you would like to 
access the form at a later date, simply log out and all your answers will be saved. 
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